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finger a cross upon the floor, he kissed the 
sacred symbol and expired." Again de- 
scribing the early missionaries we are told, 
"As the missionaries made their way west- 
ward, the worship of Saint Mary marked 
their path till the great Mississippi, the river 
of the immaculate conception, bore them 
down toward those Spanish realms where 
every officer swore to defend the immacu- 
late conception." In regard to the work of 
the friars in the Philippine Islands we are 
given the astonishing information that "the 
record of the friars was a glorious one, and 
to their rule the natives of the islands owed 
their exceptional prosperity." Three pages 
are devoted to a description of the part 
.played by the Catholic Church in the civil 
war, and we are informed that "the Cath- 
olic Church had shed her brilliant light of 
charity through the gloom of war, and at 
the end of the struggle still stood undimin- 
ished in strength and unbroken in unity— 
the pride of her children and the admiration 
of thousands who before the war had looked 
upon her progress with jealous concern." A 
complete page is given to Catholic officers 
in the civil war. In the list is General Rose- 
crans, about whom we are told, "He was an 
outspoken and practical Catholic, and it was 
a common occurrence with him to have the 
sacrifice of the mass offered at his head- 
quarters in the field. Sheridan (another 
Catholic) said of him that a visitor to the 
city of Washington will find no more regu- 
lar attendant at mass in that decidedly 
Catholic city than Rosecrans—gallant 'Old 
Rosey,' the hero and idol of the army of 
the Cumberland." 
I have quoted more or less at length from 
these Catholic history texts to show how 
religious history ought not to be treated in 
school histories. The very evident purpose 
of these texts is to propagate Catholic ideas 
and not to give a true picture of the re- 
ligious development of America. No real 
historian wishes to deny to any group, 
whether it be Catholic or Protestant, just 
credit for its part in the making of the 
nation. The Roman Catholic Church has 
had a large part in the history of the Re- 
public, but so also have the Congregation- 
alists, the Presbyterians, the Baptists, the 
Episcopalians, the Quakers, and the Meth- 
odists. Catholic schools are no doubt an 
important factor in the educational life of 
the land, but that hardly justifies the com- 
plete omission of all mention of the much 
more important public school system. 
Certainly we can have no sympathy what- 
ever with the attempt to prepare special his- 
tory texts for special religious groups. Such 
texts cannot be real histories of the United 
States and, no matter who prepares them, 
they cannot avoid giving biased and parti- 
san views of the history of the nation. On 
the other hand, I am more and more im- 
pressed with the necessity of giving greater 
attention to the religious development of 
the United States in our history text books. 
The great work of the several religious 
groups ought to be honestly set forth in 
school history texts and teachers should be 
adequately trained to give their pupils an 
unbiased and wholesome appreciation of the 
work of the various branches of the Chris- 
tion Church in America.—William W. 
Sweet, in The Christian Century. 
THE GIRL RESERVE MOVE- 
MENT OF THE YOUNG WO- 
MEN'S CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION 
IN VIRGINIA there are eight Girl Re- 
serve organizations. According to the 
1922 figures, the latest available, these 
organizations were as follows : 
Danville, with a membership of 65; 
Lynchburg, 39 members; 
Norfolk, no figures available; 
Newport News, SO members; 
Portsmouth, 350 members; 
Petersburg, 152 members; 
Roanoke, no figures available; 
Richmond, 192 members. 
The Girl Reserve Movement is the name 
of the program for work with younger girls 
carried on by the National Board of the 
Young Women's Christian Associations. 
The National Board is a group of volunteer 
women from all parts of the United States 
elected by the Biennial Convention of the 
Young Women's Christian Associations of 
the United States and acting as the execu- 
tive committee of this convention between 
its sessions. 
The work with younger girls dates back 
sixty years or more, but the name "Girl Re- 
serve" is recent. The Young Women's 
Christian Association began definite work 
with younger girls as early as 1881. The 
girls became very enthusiastic over the work 
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and showed that they were anxious to be 
connected with an international movement 
of this kind. 
In some Associations the younger girls 
were cordially welcomed, while in others 
the older girls did not give them a sincere 
reception. For this reason the Association 
later formed a branch organization for the 
younger girls. 
The following statistics will give an idea 
of the rapid growth of the organization: 
Years Membership 
1907 5,716 
1910-11 11.060 
1914-15 20,171 
1915-16 31,786 
1917 32,472 
1918 57,816 
1919 95,616 
1920-21 128,696 
1922 158,000 
1923 177,000 
Realizing that they lacked practical 
knowledge in dealing with young girls, lead- 
ers in the Association at the 1909 confer- 
ence made a complete study of the adoles- 
cent girl. After this there was a real awak- 
ening everywhere and the people became 
more and more interested. The local Asso- 
ciations made requests for secretaries for 
the girl's department and inside of four 
years the membership increased eighty per 
cent- . , , , 
The work with the younger girls devel- 
oped so rapidly that it was the main topic 
brought up at the fourth convention of the 
Young Women's Christian Association held 
in Richmond in 1913. At this time the 
name "Junior Department" was changed to 
"Girl's Department." It was also decided 
that the girls desiring to be members should 
be between the ages of ten and fifteen. Dur- 
ing the time that elapsed between this con- 
vention and the next one in 1915, the num- 
ber of Girl's Work secretaries increased 
from fourteen to fifty-four and the number 
of Associations doing Girl's Work in- 
creased from one hundred and forty-five to 
one hundred and ninety. The age limit was 
also changed, thus including girls from 
twelve to eighteen years. Of course the ex- 
tension of the age limit caused an increase 
in the number of high school girls. 
During 1914 and 1915 the idea of coun- 
cils and week-end conferences for high 
school girls developed and this helped the 
work a great deal. 
The first field girl-work secretary was 
placed in the Pacific Coast Field in 1914. 
There was a gradual growth in the work of 
the local girls all over the country and 
many different club plans were used. Some 
of the National Clubs were formed such as 
Camp Fire Girls, Girl Scouts, and Girl 
Pioneers. There were disadvantages as 
well as advantages to these club plans. The 
greatest disadvantage was the lack of unity 
and standardization, while the main advant- 
age was the great opportunity to learn the 
principles for which the Association stands. 
These principles are Health, Knowledge, 
Service, and Spirit, which are fundamental 
to Girl's Work. 
In 1918 there was a new plan for younger 
girls, which resulted in calling the Girl Re- 
serves the Blue Triangle Girls of the Young 
Women's Christian Association. 
The purpose of this movement was to 
unify all the work for the younger girls 
within the Young Women's Christian Asso- 
ciation. It must be remembered that this is 
not a community movement carried on by 
individual groups. 
There was one field girl secretary in 1914 
and by 1919 there were fourteen. In 1920 
there were seventeen. The number of con- 
ferences increased to about thirty-seven 
during the year 1920. This goes to show 
how the work expanded. 
The girl between the age of twelve and 
fifteen is facing the critical character-build- 
ing years of her life. The years ahead are 
the ones in which new habits may be form- 
ed, to replace old and undesirable ones. 
It is a difficult period not only for the 
girls, but also for their associates. The 
home, school, church, and community as a 
whole through its various agencies, are all 
responsible for seeing that careful guidance 
is given. There is a need for study of the 
different training processes given a girl 
through these different channels. Of course 
the best place for such training is the home, 
but it is not always given there; therefore it 
is necessary that the worker with girls in 
the Young Women's Christian Association 
or any organization should understand the 
fundamental needs of these girls and thus 
be able to plan a program of work which 
will make for successful Christian living. 
The fundamental instincts of self-pre- 
servation, self-expression, or self-perpetua- 
tion give rise to certain relationships of hu- 
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man life which may be termed needs. 
These needs express themselves differently 
according to the individual, but there is in 
every girl the possibility of expressing the 
fullness of her life through recreation, fel- 
lowship, work, and religion. As these forms 
of expression will function differently, it is 
necessary for the advisers to analyze care- 
fully the needs of each group of girls. 
Consider, for instance, the needs of the 
young girl in the city, where over fifty out 
of every hundred people of the United 
States live today. Many of these people 
have lived or have been reared in rural 
communities and later had to make a re- 
adjustment to the living conditions in the 
city. Because city girls' environment and 
associations are so different, it is necessary 
that they be guided and trained in such a 
way that their standards and ideals may not 
be lowered. In this way the city girl may 
learn to choose the proper companions and 
the right kind of recreation and employ- 
ment. 
Too much cannot be said about the need 
of developing character standards for all 
girls wherever they may be. They should 
learn to appreciate and understand the place 
of the church. Through organized class 
work in the church, school, and club activi- 
ties which emphasize character standards, 
she may develop into a Christian citizen. 
It is a mistake to think that because a girl 
lives in a village or in the open country her 
needs are few; they are not. The greatest 
is an opportunity to form character stand- 
ards which will make her a forceful Chris- 
tian. Great work of this kind can be done 
in villages through the Younger Girls 
Movement. 
In the public schools there are a great 
many different kinds of girls—girls with 
every conceivable racial inheritance, differ- 
ences in home training, environment, and 
character. There will be some girls who 
finish school and enter college, some who 
leave before graduation to enter the busi- 
ness world and some who graduate and re- 
main at home. The types vary, but the four 
principal aims are the same—to find ways 
to a full self-expression through recreation, 
work, fellowship, and religion. 
A college girl's need for recreation differs 
to a certain extent from that of a girl in 
business. An adviser can help her build up 
standards for recreation and help her see it 
in its relation to work, fellowship, and re- 
ligion. Everywhere work is an expression 
of life, whether in home, business, or in- 
dustry. Many think of it only in relation to 
business; therefore it is necessary to help 
the girl see its place in the life of a woman. 
Fellowship is a growing consciousness of 
neighborliness to all. It is understanding 
the value of another's friendship and per- 
sonality. Many needs are met through re- 
ligion, for all girls need to see the relation- 
ship of God to their everyday standards of 
living. 
The needs of the girl who is already in 
business or college are more difficult to 
meet. Their interest should be assured be- 
fore they enter into the new phases of life. 
They_ should be encouraged to form a spirit 
of friendliness, have moral recreation, and 
keep up interest in things which will help 
them in every way. 
Take the girls having a foreign back- 
ground. Their needs do not differ in pur- 
pose but in approach and method. It is 
hard for them to change from their cus- 
toms and traditions and become acquainted 
with those of America. They need to find 
a useful place in America and learn the 
new roads to health, education, ambition, 
and life itself. 
Colored girls have been greatly handicap- 
ped on account of lack of schools and other 
educational resources. They have found 
their best and most satisfactory way of self- 
expression through their church life. Their 
greatest need is encouragement and Chris- 
tian leadership. 
We should not for any reason neglect the 
needs of the American Indian girls. They 
need to find friends, understand the teach- 
ings of Christianity. We should help them 
to create a spirit of friendliness, to stand 
for the highest ideals, to develop Christian 
character, and to prepare for future Chris- 
tian service. 
"The object of the Girl Reserve Move- 
ment, in direct accordance with the purpose 
of the Y. W. C. A., is to make a contribu- 
tion to those elements in the life of a girl 
which set free the ideals and convictions 
that help a girl to live as a Christian of her 
age should live, and aid her to put into 
practice in her community her standards of 
Christian living. It endeavors to help a 
girl grow through normal, natural activities 
into those habits, insights, and ideals which 
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will make her a responsible, eager woman, 
capable and ready to develop and share_ in 
those group expressions which are making 
effective the purpose of God in the world." 
Any girl wishing to become a member 
must pledge herself to accept the slogan, 
purpose, and code of the organization. The 
slogan is "To face life squarely"; the pur- 
pose, "To find and give the best"; the code, 
"As a Girl Reserve I will be 
Gracious in manner, 
Impartial in judgment, 
Ready for service, 
Loyal to Friends, 
Reaching toward the best, 
Earnest in purpose. 
Seeing the beautiful, 
Eager for knowledge, 
Reverent to God, 
Victorious over self, 
Ever dependable, 
Sincere at all times. 
"I will do my best to honor God, my 
country, and my community, to help other 
girls, and to be in all ways a loyal, true 
member of the Girl Reserves." 
They are not only requireii to be able to 
say the code, but also to know and thor- 
oughly understand its meaning. Every girl 
who becomes a Girl Reserve accepts as a 
part of her everyday living, the standards 
of courtesy, fair play, and willingness to 
help. She is not only loyal to one friend 
but to all, and is always willing to help 
whenever needed. 
"To face squarely the daily tests which 
come at home, in school, at work, at play; 
to be a friend to all, and strive to show 
Christ's love in every little deed; to give the 
best of self in service to God and in fellow- 
ship with girls everywhere, are golden 
threads woven through the fabric out of 
which a Girl Reserve fashions her thoughts 
and actions." 
The insignia is the Blue Triangle with the 
letters G. R. placed within, which is well 
known throughout the world today. By 
wearing it here in America a girl proves 
that she is sharing the responsibility of 
girls throughout the world to find the "life 
abundant" and help bring about the King- 
dom of Friendly Citizens. The three sides 
symbolize the three cardinal principles of 
Health, Knowledge, and Spirit. 
The arm bands for grade school girls are 
made of white cloth and have a Copenhagen 
blue triangle embroidered on them. High 
school girls use an arm band of blue felt 
with a tan triangle; younger ones in busi- 
ness and industry, the blue triangle em- 
broidered on a white middy. 
The official uniform is a white middy 
blouse worn with either a blue or white 
skirt, a tie of Copenhagen blue silk, with an 
embroidered Girl Reserve triangle on one 
end of it, and a white duck hat. 
The Girl Reserve Movement includes five 
programs designed to reach groups of 
adolescent girls including those in school 
and those elsewhere. The five groups are 
grade school, Junior high school, high 
school, business college, and girls engaged 
in business. The programs can be used in 
any district, county, or town where there is 
a Young Women's Christian Association or 
where work is carried on under direction of 
headquarters. It must be a district Young 
Women's Christian Association plan. It is 
really best not to have any fees or standard 
regulations. 
There are slight differences in the insignia 
to distinguish between the different groups 
included in the Girl Reserve Movement. 
After a girl is initiated, if she wishes, she 
may work for special honors entered under 
the four kinds of activities of the Girl Re- 
serves—Health, Knowledge, Service, and 
Spirit, and receive the special insignia to be 
placed upon her arm band. The ring is 
earned by winning two hundred and sixty 
points taken from the honor list which has 
been approved by the field secretary for 
Younger Girl's Work. The Girl Reserve 
ring is the highest honor which may be 
awarded to any Girl Reserve. It stands 
for the finest ideals of the movement and 
should mean real achievement to the girl 
who wins it. The blue triangle on the ring 
is a symbol of the highest living toward 
which a Girl Reserve should work, realizing 
the three ideals of a perfect body, a keen 
mind, and a Christian spirit. 
The Girl Reserve work in a community 
should be unified as much as possible, and a 
sense of real fellowship created. 
The success of an organization of girls as 
well as any other organization depends a 
great deal upon a foundation of organiza- 
tion, whether formal or informal. The ob- 
ject of each form is the same; the develop- 
ment of individual initiative through self- 
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government and the creating of group con- 
sciousness through various activities. 
The method of dealing with groups of 
girls depends entirely upon the personnel of 
the group and also the personality of the 
leader. Study the group carefully and gain 
their interests. 
The organization of the various groups 
differs to a certain extent, but the main 
principles should be practically the same. 
The officers are elected by the members of 
the club to serve one year, the elections tak- 
ing place in the spring. The officers are 
president, vice-president, secretary, and 
treasurer. The necessary committees are 
Membership, Program, Social, and Service. 
Other committees may be added if neces- 
sary at any time. The constitution should 
be drawn up and also the club named—a 
name of some significance, but it should not 
be in Greek letters. 
Every Girl Reserve Club should have a 
purpose and it should be a growing one, re- 
written every year if possible to show a 
growth toward the principles of the work, a 
Christian fellowship, loyalty to Jesus Christ 
and His principles for everyday living. 
The purpose of the John Marshall High 
School Club of Girl Reserves, of Richmond, 
Virginia, is: 
"To create a spirit of friendliness 
throughout the school, to stand for the high- 
est ideals, to bring students to a personal 
relationship to Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Friend, to develop Christian character and 
to prepare for future Christian service." 
Every club should strive to make its pro- 
grams and activities as interesting and edu- 
cational as possible. The main purpose of 
the programs and activities is the bringing 
of the girl to her full development. In the 
development of Christian Womanhood there 
are four fundamental expressions of life— 
Work, Recreation, Fellowship, and Relig- 
ion. All of these with their Christian inter- 
pretation help develop one's personality. 
The programs may be planned for a year, 
thus trying to meet the needs and desires of 
the group. There must be variety in order 
to keep every one's interest, and this may 
easily be obtained by having plays, talks by 
outside speakers, programs featuring health, 
music, style shows, movies, and various 
other things. Information, like everything 
else, must be presented in a visual, active 
way. 
The Young Women's Christian Associa- 
tion in its Girl Reserve Movement wishes 
to develop the interests of the girl so that 
she may grow healthfully as a Christian 
girl of her age might be expected to grow. 
In order to develop the religious life of 
the girl, one must understand the whole 
girl, because character depends upon the 
working together of all factors which go to 
make up the girl. The normal development 
of a girl involves the physical, mental, so- 
cial, and spiritual characteristics as inter- 
dependent factors. The girl is a whole and 
should therefore be trained as a whole. 
The process of a girl's growth is greatly 
advanced by three elements—opportunity to 
worship, ways to understand God and men, 
and an opportunity to show her conscious- 
ness of God. 
"Religion involves life—all of life and re- 
ligious education is the training of the whole 
life all of the time in the way of comrade- 
ship with God, who is the Father of a 
World." 
The Girl Reserves enter into many va- 
rious kinds of activities in which they are 
trained in such a way as to help them de- 
velop a Christian personality. These activi- 
ties are many in number, but naming a few 
will give an idea of the various ways the 
girls get their wonderful training—Health 
Education, Recreation, Dramatics, Hand- 
craft, Nature Lore, and others. 
The camping trip is an activity that every 
girl should enter into. Here they learn to 
appreciate the real beauty of nature and 
the joy of living outdoors. They also learn 
tolerance and co-operation, and form 
friends outside their usual crowd. Camp is 
a place where girls learn to practice the 
principles of idealistic living, and how to be 
"fair and square" to every one. 
The Conferences which some girls at- 
tend are very helpful. They aim to bring 
girls into a more personal relationship with 
each other in community life and to give 
them knowledge of the ways of girls in 
other lands. 
The training which a girl receives as a 
Girl Reserve is really wonderful. One of 
the main things is service. Girls are trained 
to understand the meaning of service and to 
find a practical application for it. 
The leadership of the Girl Reserve Move- 
ment is a position of great importance and 
responsibility. One must be well qualified 
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for this work and must remember that there 
are certain qualities which she seeks to de- 
velop in girls. 
The leader or adviser belongs to the en- 
tire group and not to a few girls only. She 
must work with each and every one. It is 
always a pleasure for her to watch a girl 
grow physically, mentally, socially, and 
spiritually, and to know that she has helped 
her. It must be remembered that the di- 
rection of a girl's life God-ward is the aim 
of all true leadership. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
The Girl Reserves, 
A Guide for Every Loyal Blue Triangle Girl. 
Y. W. C. A. Publication Department, The 
Woman's Press, 600 Lexington Ave., New 
York City. 
The Girl Reserve Movement, 
Y. W. C. A. Publication Department 
Educational Work of the Y. W. C. A. 
Bulletin, 1923, No. 26, Department of In- 
terior. 
Carraleigh Jones. 
THE WM. R. McKENNEY 
FREE LIBRARY, PET- 
ERSBURG, VA. 
IF THIS were an audience composed of 
those outside our Southern States, it 
would seem desirable to launch first into 
careful explanation of the conditions re- 
sponsible for the fact that a city of 33,000 
has only just now established a public li- 
brary (for we are not willing to accept the 
explanation they usually find of them- 
selves), but to an audience of Virginia li- 
brarians who so well understand the situa- 
tion, it will not be necessary to go into the 
"whys and wherefores" of the tardy move- 
ment toward a public library in Petersburg. 
But I should mention, in the beginning, I 
think, that the movement, just now brought 
to fruition, is not a new one. 
Some years ago, when the opportunity 
came for a Carnegie building, and later, 
when a woman of philanthropy offered to 
build a memorial library contingent upon 
city support, there were strong gestures to- 
A paper read before the annual meeting of the 
Virginia Library Association, in session at the 
Jefferson Hotel, Richmond, November 25, 1924. 
ward the establishment of a free public li- 
brary in Petersburg—but these failed be- 
cause of the snags (to use library termi- 
nology) of the negro question, lack of city 
funds, and the inability of some in author- 
ity to absorb the idea of the democratic 
necessity of public library service. But 
with the coming of the city manager form 
of local government in 1920, followed big- 
ger and broader ideas of the functions and 
responsibilities of city government, and 
when Mrs. Clara J. McKenney proposed to 
the city the gift of a suitable building for 
use as a public library, it was not so difficult 
to get the consent of the city fathers to 
guarantee support of the institution. This 
gift was accepted in the autumn of 1923, 
and the deed to the building was given over 
to the city of Petersburg on January 1, 
1924. The deed of transfer carried these 
definite stipulations: first, that the city 
should appropriate at least $10,000 fpr the 
remodeling, equipment, and preparation of 
the building for library use; second, that 
the city appropriate not less than $7,500 an- 
nually for maintenance of the library; 
third, that the first floor (or rather, base- 
ment) be equipped and used for a library 
branch for negroes; and fourth, that the li- 
brary be known as the Wm. R. McKenney 
Free Library. 
Gn April 15, the appointed librarian re- 
ported for duty, and the work of effecting 
an organization began. To you who so well 
understand the numerous problems of li- 
brary administration, it will not be neces- 
sary to detail the many difficulties of adapt- 
ing for library purposes a building not 
originally designed for library use; of 
equipping it with library furniture and fix- 
tures and installing them. The building, 
which is a dignified dwelling of brown stuc- 
co of excellent construction containing ten 
large rooms, two large halls, three smaller 
rooms, and a semi-basement covering an en- 
tire floor, lends itself to library use much 
more easily than most dwellings, yet it pre- 
sented its problems—all of which are not 
satisfactorily solved yet, I regret to say. 
We did succeed, however, in establishing 
the following divisions or units: an adult 
reading room of fair enough proportions, 
shelving capacity for 4,000 volumes; a ref- 
erence room large enough for ten years' 
growth; a children's room, which, judging 
from present indications, we will outgrow 
in two years; a delivery hall, where books 
